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Abstract

The effects of industrial activity on large cetaceans
in Bull Arm, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland from 1992
through 1995 were assessed. The response of
individually-identified animals indicated short,
and possible long-term disturbance due to the
activities. Humpback whales (Megaptera novaean-
gliae) appeared tolerant of transient blasting and
frequent vessel traffic, but were more affected by
continuous activity from dredging, coupled with
vessel traffic. A significant decreased return rate to
feeding grounds indicated a possible long-term ef-
fect of exposure to blasting. Individually-identified
minke whales (Balaenoptera acutorostrata) were
resighted in the industrialized area, and appeared
tolerant of vessel traffic, but number of sightings
were inadequate to indicate how resight inter-
val was affected. Tracking individually-identified
animals appeared to provide a more sensitive
means of assessing the impacts of industrial
activity than did abundance and distribution of
populations.

Introduction

The United States National Research Council’s
report on the effects of noise on marine mammals
expressed an urgent need for further research on
effects of low-frequency sounds (Green et al., 1994).
Currently there is inadequate information for scien-
tists and managers to develop regulations on the use
of sounds in the ocean (Geraci & St. Aubin, 1980;
Green et al., 1994; Lien et al., 1995). Studies that
can adequately assess the potential long-term effects
of anthropogenic low-frequency sound on cetaceans
are needed (Richardson, 1995a).

Most studies have investigated short-term behav-
ioural responses (Richardson, 1995b) using changes

in measures such as abundance, distribution,
respiration, and orientation (e.g. Malme et al.,
1983, 1988; Richardson et al., 1986; Richardson
et al., 1987a; Cosens & Dueck, 1988; Ljungblad
et al., 1988; Bauer et al., 1993; Tyack, 1993; Mate
et al., 1994; Richardson et al., 1995). Although
short-term behavioural responses to anthropogenic
noise are sometimes detected in such studies, these
do not necessarily indicate long-term impacts
(Richardson et al., 1985a; Richardson et al., 1987a;
Reeves, 1992; Richardson & Würsig, 1995). Alter-
natively, the lack of demonstrated short-term
behavioural change does not necessarily indicate
that there are no effects (Richardson & Würsig,
1995; Todd et al., 1996); rather such results may
indicate tolerance of, or habituation to, anthropo-
genic noise by marine mammals (Richardson,
1995b; Richardson & Würsig, 1997). Alternatively,
these results may indicate that the measurements
themselves may not have been sensitive enough to
detect effects.

Many reviews of impacts of anthropogenic
activity on marine mammals have identified the
need for control studies (Turl, 1982; Reeves et al.,
1984; Green et al., 1994; Richardson & Würsig,
1995; Richardson et al., 1995). However, interpret-
ation of results from studies with controls can be
difficult. For example, one study found that abun-
dance of bowhead whales changed in both indus-
trial and non-industrial areas, so causation could
not be attributed solely to the industrial activity
(Richardson et al., 1987a). In another, when hump-
back whale movements varied both during the
control and experimental conditions, no conclusion
was possible about responses to the noise source
(Malme et al., 1985). Effects of anthropogenic noise
may not always be apparent even with control
designs because of natural variation in dependent
measures.
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Indicators and experimental designs with suffi-
cient sensitivity are needed to assess impacts on
individuals and populations of marine mammals.
Long-term tracking of individually-identified ani-
mals may help determine the true impacts of
anthropogenic noise (Richardson et al., 1985b;
Reeves, 1992; Green et al., 1994; Richardson &
Würsig, 1995; Richardson & Würsig, 1997).
According to Richardson & Würsig (1995), infor-
mation is needed on identified animals displaced
from disturbed areas, as well as identified animals
from control areas. Comparing resighting, resight
interval, and return rates of individually-identified
whales over longer time periods may assist in deter-
mining impacts of disturbance (e.g. Davis et al.,
1986; Weinrich et al., 1991; von Ziegesar et al.,
1994).

Some studies have used individually-identified
animals to assess the effects of anthropogenic
activity (e.g. Baker et al., 1983, 1988; Davis et al.,
1986; Richardson et al., 1987b; Koski et al., 1988;
Wartzok et al., 1989; Todd et al., 1996). However,
to date, there have been few long-term studies using
individually-identified animals both from control
and experimental impact areas in assessing the
impact of anthropogenic changes.

In 1992, a monitoring program began in Trinity
Bay, Newfoundland to assess impacts, if any, of
industrial activity produced by the construction of
an offshore-oil-support platform in Great Mosquito
Cove, Bull Arm on large cetaceans in the area (Fig.
1) (Lien et al., 1995; Todd et al., 1996). Early results
from this study indicated orientation failures based
on an increased entrapment rate (Todd et al., 1996)
and anatomical evidence of ear damage (Ketten,
1995), and suggested that some humpback whales
were seriously impacted by blasting and drilling
activity. However, changes in the distribution,
resighting, resight interval, and overall behaviour of
individual humpback whales feeding in the area
were not detected (Todd et al., 1996).

This paper reports on the continued monitoring
of Trinity Bay, Newfoundland during heavy peri-
ods of industrial activity through 1995. Control/
impact areas were used, and observable behaviours
were measured to test for the effects of noise. In
addition, photo-identification of individual animals
enabled long-term impacts of industrial activity to
be assessed.

Methods

Data collection

1992 From 1991–1992, blasting and drilling con-
stituted the predominant underwater activity in
Great Mosquito Cove, Bull Arm, Trinity Bay,
Newfoundland (47�48.65�N, 53�53.30�W) (Fig. 1),

with periodic clamshell dredging and vessel traffic
(Todd et al., 1996) (Table 1). During 1992, blast
charges were typically between 1000 and 2000 kg
with a maximum of 5500 kg (Todd et al., 1996).
Todd et al. (1996) reported received sound levels at
1 nm from the blast site of between 148–153 dB (re
1 �Pa).

For 9 days, between 6–25 June 1992, two boats
monitored the occurrence of individually-identified
humpback whales using methods described in Todd
et al. (1996). During 1992, humpback whales were
also individually-identified during surveys through-
out Newfoundland and Labrador, but primarily
along the eastern coastline of Newfoundland, from
June–September, as part of the Years of the North
Atlantic Humpback Whale (YoNAH) survey of
humpback whales (Palsbøll et al., 1997; Smith et al.,
1999).

1993 In 1993, vessel traffic was the only industrial
activity in Bull Arm (Table 1). YoNAH surveys
(Palsbøll et al., 1997; Smith et al., 1999) were again
conducted throughout Newfoundland and Labra-
dor, but primarily along the eastern coastline of
Newfoundland, including northern Trinity Bay.
From June–August two boats conducted photo-
identification surveys of humpback whales, but no
special monitoring surveys occurred in the Bull
Arm, Trinity Bay area.

1994 & 1995 In 1994, clamshell dredging, blasting
(POURVEX� EXTRA�/DETALINE� Delay
System), drilling and vessel activity occurred in
Great Mosquito Cove (47�48.500�N, 53�53.500�W)
(Table 1; Fig. 1). Monitoring occurred in southern
Trinity Bay for 35 days within the main observation
period from 5 July–10 September. Coastal surveys
following YoNAH sampling protocols (Smith et al.,
1999) were conducted in 1994 primarily along the
eastern coastline of Newfoundland from 16 June–
17 September, but survey effort was not as high as
previous years. In 1995, vessel traffic was the only
industrial activity in Bull Arm (47�49.390�N,
53�52.218�W) (Table 1; Fig. 1). Preliminary surveys
in 1995 indicated that whales were abundant earlier
than in 1994. Monitoring during 1995 occurred in
southern Trinity Bay for 36 days from 17 June–
8 August. No coastal surveys were conducted in
1995.

The longitudinal line of 53�42�W, at the Bellevue
Peninsula, divided southern Trinity Bay (<48�N)
into a control area, and an experimental area,
including Bull Arm (Fig. 1). This division was based
on the attenuation of sound from Bull Arm due to
distance, and the presence of a land boundary.
Acoustic recordings indicated that industrial
activity sounds were prevalent in the experimental
area, and far less so in the control area (Borggaard,
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1996). The experimental area was monitored by
surveys that reached a minimum point of 47�42�N.

Surveys were conducted daily, weather permit-
ting, with 2 or 3 observers aboard a 6 m boat
traveling at a steady speed. Due to the small nature
of the study site, the transect route followed the
coastline, allowing for complete monitoring of the
survey area in a day. Times and Global Positioning
System (GPS) positions were recorded for the start
and finish of each trip; changes in the vessel’s speed,
direction, or activity; changes in weather condition
(e.g. visibility and Beaufort scale); and each whale
sighting. Observers went off effort when sightings
were made to record the species, maximum/
minimum number of individuals, and 20 min of
behaviour. Humpback and minke whales were then
photographed for individual identification (Katona

et al., 1979; Dorsey, 1983) before continuing the
survey. Each sighting was considered new unless
it was positively determined to be a resighting
for that day either in the field or later by photo-
graphic matching. Survey completion, whale obser-
vations, and success in photographing depended
on weather, time, and sightings (e.g. whale’s
behaviour).

While humpback whales were the initial focus
of the 1992–1995 study, increasing effort was spent
on minke whales in 1994 and 1995. Photographic
effort for minke whales was greater in 1995 than
1994.

Data analysis
Daily searching effort varied; therefore whale
counts were standardized. The relative abundance

Figure 1. Southern Trinity Bay, Newfoundland study area including experimental and control areas,
vessel traffic lane, and general survey route (�).
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(RA) of each species sighted each day was calcu-
lated as the minimum number of whales seen per
searching effort (whales/hr). GPS positions were
used to calculate distances (D=km) between sight-
ings and the industrial activity in Bull Arm; the
initial daily sighting for each individual animal was
used. Distances from the industrial site were calcu-
lated as straight lines regardless of land boundary
(similar to Todd et al., 1996).

Effects of wind (Beaufort scale) and visibility on
the sightability of each species in 1994 and 1995
were tested separately. The number of sightings per
searching hr in each Beaufort and visibility condi-
tion (0–20, 21–40, 41–60 km) per day were consid-
ered. Beaufort 0, 1, 2, and 3 were used; sightings
and effort were combined for Beaufort equal to or
greater than 3 as these occurrences were rare.
Analyses controlled for day of the year. Days used
ranged from the first day a species was sighted until
the last for the entire study period, and only if the
entire experimental area was searched.

General Linear Models (GLM) were used to
analyze distance and relative abundance. Inter-
action terms were included in models except for
those in which day of the year acted as a statistical
control for season. G-tests were used for compari-
sons of the number of humpback whales identified
between years. For the purpose of parametric stat-
istical analysis, data that produced residuals which
appeared associated with the statistical model were
transformed, thereby removing any association.
Transformations (see Sokal & Rohlf, 1995) are
noted as L for natural logarithm, SQ for the square,
and INV for the inverse value. Data for tests with
non-normal residuals were randomized 1000 times

(see Crowley, 1992) to obtain probability values
based on the distribution of the statistic given the
data (Pr), rather than a theoretical distribution of
the statistic (PF). The significance level (�) was set
at <0.05. The average distance (D) and relative
abundance (RA) are reported�the standard error
(SE).

Capelin are the key forage species that determine
inshore abundance of cetaceans in Newfoundland
waters (Whitehead & Carscadden, 1985; Piatt et al.,
1989). In 1994 and 1995, daily observations from
Chance Cove indicated capelin were present most
of July and into early August (Nakashima, DFO,
St. John’s, NF, unpubl. data). Capelin relative
abundance, or daily surface area (m2) of capelin
schools, was higher in southern Trinity Bay in 1994
than in any year since 1991 (Nakashima, 1996). In
addition, the experimental area (1 507 000 m2) had
a higher relative abundance of capelin than the
control area (334 000 m2) in 1994. Indications of
capelin, based on daily observations in Chance
Cove (Fig. 1), occurred on 5 July 1994, and 4 July
1995; and the peak in capelin relative abundance
from aerial surveys occurred on 15 July in both
years (Nakashima, 1996). Based on these findings
no seasonal adjustments were made when the two
years were compared.

Changes in the RA and D of whales in the
experimental area were tested using days during the
main observation period, and during various indus-
trial activities where appropriate. Comparisons of
RA between the experimental and control areas
were done for days when effort occurred in both,
and controlled for day of the year. To enable
comparisons in the experimental and control areas

Table 1. Industrial activities in Bull Arm, Trinity Bay, 1991–1995. Averages are reported from June–September for all
years unless otherwise noted. The 1991 and 1992 values are based on available charge sizes (from Todd et al., 1996)

Year

Dredging Blasting Vessel activity

Total m3/yr
Average
m3/mo

Total no./yr
(average size)

Average
no./mo

(average size)
Total no.
arrivals/yr

Average no.
arrivals/mo

Average no.
arrivals and

departures/mo

Average
no./day
on site

1991 106 480 16 464a 115 24.3b Similar
to 1992

— — —

(884 kg) (832 kg)
1992 124 370 2239 55 5.5 7 0.7b 1.3a 0.07a

(1055 kg) (1254 kg)
1993 none — none — 15 1.8 3.0 2.1
1994 502 886 128 449a 90 32.5b 71 8.3 14.3 7.7

(701 kg) (690 kg)
1995 none — none — 84 5.0 9.8 15.4

—not applicable.
aJuly–September.
bAugust–September.
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to 1992, relative abundance was calculated as the
number of humpback whales sighted during the
total time the monitoring boat was on the water.

Calculations involving individually-identified
humpback whales followed methodology from
Todd et al. (1996) to enable comparisons; some
results from 1992 (data from Todd et al., 1996) were
recalculated to standardize the limits of the study
area. To test whether any differences in resighting
and resight interval were due to different time
periods, the 1995 study period was divided into two
periods. The period from 17 June–4 July 1995 was
compared to the 1992 study (6 June–25 June); the
period from 5 July– 8 August 1995 was compared
to the 1994 study (5 July–29 July).

The YoNAH photographic archive (College of
the Atlantic, Bar Harbor, ME, USA) was used to
compare the numbers of individually-identified
whales sighted inside southern Trinity Bay (n=67)
and outside in 1992 (n=225), then resighted in

eastern Canada (n=629) and Newfoundland
(n=359) in 1993. Individually-identified humpback
whales in southern Trinity Bay in 1992 were also
compared with those from eastern Newfoundland
in 1994 (n=162). In addition, comparisons were
made between the number of YoNAH humpback
whales sighted along the southeast shore (n=64)
(Cape Spear to Cape Race) in 1992, then resighted
in eastern Newfoundland in 1993 and 1994 (Fig. 2).

There is no established catalogue of photo-
identified minke whales in Newfoundland waters.
Two matchers conducted blind matches of all good-
quality minke whale photographs within and
between 1994 and 1995; a third matcher provided
additional confirmation for all potential resightings.
If resightings could not be confirmed by all the
matchers, they were not used. Matches were not
based on dorsal shape alone unless the shape was
unique or notches were present. Minke whale
photographs showing the left side of the body were

Figure 2. Trinity Bay and the southeast shore study areas used for between year comparisons.
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used when reporting the number of whales photo-
graphed. Photographs of animals in which only the
right side of the body was obtained were used for
resightings and counts only if they had unique
dorsal fin shapes.

Results

Abundance and distribution of humpback whales
for 1992 is presented in Todd et al. (1996); data
from 1993–1995 are summarized here.

Environmental conditions
Most observation time was spent in calm sea con-
ditions and good visibility due to the small size of
the survey boat. In 1994 and 1995, sea conditions
and visibility did not significantly affect sightings of
humpback or minke whales.

Effort
The time spent searching in each distance category
in the experimental area (0–10 and 11–20 km) was
similar in 1994 (63.0 and 53.4 hr) and 1995 (27.7
and 24.8 hr). There was a difference in the amount
of searching time between years; however, the
number of whales were standardized by searching
effort.

Survey effort varied between years, but the higher
effort years did not necessarily result in a larger
number of sightings (Table 2). Nonetheless, these
effort differences could affect the probability of
within-year resights (Clapham et al., 1993). Also,
differences in ports used between 1992 and 1994/
1995 could affect distance resight variables. To
account for these potential biases, between year

comparisons of abundance and resighting variables
(within year only) are compared qualitatively.

Abundance and distribution

1994—Dredging During dredging in 1994 (Table 3),
distance of humpback whales from the industrial
site increased during the main observation period
(Fig. 3) (F1,15=19.26, Pr=0.002), but L-RA relative
abundance did not change (F1,11=0.02, Pr=0.91).
The L-RA relative abundance was significantly
lower in the experimental (RA=0.50�0.19) com-
pared to the control area (RA=5.40�1.49)
when common days were compared (exp/con:
F1,15=19.44, Pr=0.002; date: F1,15=5.96, Pr=0.03).

1995—Vessel Activity Only In 1995 (Table 3), SQ-D
distance of humpback whales from the industrial
site increased during the main observation period
(Fig. 4) (F1,37=10.49, Pr=0.003), but SQ-RA rela-
tive abundance did not change (F1,19=0.02,
Pr=0.92). The INV-RA relative abundance was
not significantly different in the experimental area
(RA=0.84�0.17) compared to the control area
(RA=1.76�0.50) when common days were com-
pared due to the high variability of sightings
(exp/con: F1,13=0.09, Pr=0.84; date: F1,13=1.33,
Pr=0.29). When the survey period was fixed to test
for between year differences in the experimental
area, the same trends were found. However, before
the fixed survey period there was no change in
distance (F1,13=0.07, Pr=0.81).

Abundance comparisons across years
There were differences in the relative abundance of
humpback whales in the experimental and control
areas in southern Trinity Bay across years (Table 4).
In 1992, more humpback whales per hr occurred in

Table 2. Total survey time during the main observation period and number of humpback
whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) photo-identified in southern Trinity Bay, Newfoundland in
1992 (data from Todd et al., 1996), 1994, and 1995

Year Month
Total survey

time (hr)

No.
humpbacks
identified

1992 (9–25 Jun)a Jun 77.2 65
1994 (5 Jul–10 Sept) Jul 110.6 23

Aug 167.4 0
Sept 17.6 0

1995 (17 Jun–8 Aug) Jun 63.7 16
Jul 95.2 17

Aug 23.8 1

asurvey time is not available for 6 June. Two whales identified only on this day were excluded
from the table.

154 D. Borggaard et al.



the experimental area, as compared to the control
area, during blasting, dredging, and vessel traffic.
The opposite trend occurred in 1994 and 1995 when
no blasting occurred. In addition, more humpback
whales per hr were observed in 1992 compared to
1994 and 1995.

Photo-identification

Resightings across 1992 and 1994 Few humpback
whales were resighted between years within the
study area. Two humpback whales from 1992 were
resighted in 1994, three from 1992 were resighted in
1995, and four from 1994 were resighted in 1995.
Newfoundland humpback whales are not known to

have preferred ranges, and resight interval is typi-
cally reported as less than three days (Whitehead
et al., 1980).

The proportion of individually-identified hump-
back whales sighted in Trinity Bay in 1992 (Table
5), and resighted in eastern Canada in 1993 (0.13),
did not differ from the resighting proportion of
animals from the rest of Newfoundland (0.24)
(G1=3.4, PF=0.06). However, a significantly
smaller proportion of animals sighted in Trinity
Bay in 1992 were resighted in Newfoundland in
1993 (0.07), compared to the resighting proportion
of animals from the rest of Newfoundland (0.21)
(G1=7.8, PF=0.005).

Table 3. Results of analyses testing the effect of various explanatory variables on distance and relative abundance of
humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) observed in 1994 and 1995

Comparisons Distance Relative abundance

1994
Dates during dredginga F1,15=19.26, Pr=0.002 F1,11=0.02, Pr=0.91b

Experimental vs. control area — exp/con: F1,15=19.44, Pr=0.002
(controlling for date) date: F1,15=5.96, Pr=0.03b

1995
Dates of main observation period F1,37=10.49, Pr=0·003c F1,19=0.02, Pr=0.92c

Experimental vs. control area — exp/con: F1,13=0.09, Pr=0.84
(controlling for date) date: F1,13=1.33, Pr=0.29d

Dates of 1994 study F1,22=7.10, Pr=0.02b F1,10=1.24, P1=0.29c

Dates before 1994 study F1,13=0.07, Pr=0.81 F1,7=1.41, Pr=0.27

asame as main observation period.
bL, cSQ, and dINV transformed response variables.

Figure 3. Distance (km) from the industrial site of all
humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) observed in
the experimental area during dredging activity in 1994.
The average distance (D�SE) during dredging was
11.10�1.16. Numbers indicate group size of whales at the
same location.

Figure 4. Distance (km) from the industrial site of all
humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) observed in
the experimental area during vessel activity in 1995. The
average distance in 1995 (D�SE) was 8.61�1.83 before
the 1994 study period, and 13.90�0.90 during this time
period. Numbers indicate the group size of whales at the
same location.
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Further, a significantly smaller proportion of
humpback whales sighted in Trinity Bay in 1992,
were resighted in Newfoundland in 1993 (0.07),
compared to the resighting proportion of animals
from the southeast shore (0.28) (G1=10.11,
PF=0.002). The proportion of humpback whales
sighted in Trinity Bay in 1992, and resighted in
Newfoundland in 1994 (0.07), did not differ signifi-
cantly from the resighting proportion of animals
from the southeast shore (0.11) (G1=0.48,
PF=0.49); however, the 1994 photographic sample
was considerably smaller than previous years
(n=162).

Resightings and resight intervals among years
For animals that were identified within the study
area on subsequent days, there was movement away
from the industrial site when dredging was the
predominant activity (1994—76% of 17 cases), but
not blasting (1992—47% of 53 cases) (Todd et al.,
1996) or vessel activity (1995- 50% of 80 cases).
Individually-identified humpback whales were re-
sighted more often closer to the blasting activity in
1992 and vessel activity in 1995; during dredging
activity in 1994 they were resighted more often
further away (Fig. 5). Differences in resighting and
resight interval were found between years; the long-
est intervals occurred in 1995 (Table 6). Four
humpback whales were repeatedly resighted near
the industrial site in 1995. When the 1995 survey
period was divided (based on prey presence) to test
for seasonal differences, trends similar to the entire

1995 survey period were observed. The earlier time
period produced results fairly comparable to 1992,
and the later period produced results still higher
than 1994.

Minke whales

Abundance and distribution
1994—Dredging and Blasting In 1994 (Table 7),
distance of minke whales from the industrial site
increased during the main observation period
(F1,42=9.92, Pr=0.005), and relative abundance
decreased (F1,33=9.44, Pr=0.005). Similar trends
were observed during dredging, but before blasting.
There was no change in distance from the site
during blasting (F1,11=0.30, Pr=0.63), nor change
in L-RA relative abundance (F1,13=0.03, Pr=0.88).
Similar trends were found before and during blast-
ing. One minke whale was followed through a blast,
but no change in distance from the site, or surface
and diving behaviour could be detected.

There was no significant difference in L-RA
relative abundance in the experimental (RA=
0.53�0.16) or control area (RA =1.10�0.29)
when common days were compared (exp/con:
F1,29=3.09, Pr=0.10; date: F1,29=8.29, Pr=0.006).
As the data set contained days in which sightings
occurred in one area and not the other, the sighting
variability was too large to detect potential changes.

1995—Vessel Activity Only
In 1995 (Table 7), distance of minke whales
from the industrial site increased during the main

Table 4. Average relative abundance (no. whales/hr�SE) of humpback whales (Megaptera
novaeangliae), in the experimental and control areas, during 1992 (data from Todd et al.,
1996), 1994, and 1995. Only days on which monitoring occurred in both areas were used

1992
(n=4 days)

1994
(n=9 days)

1995
(n=8 days)

Experimental area 4.05�0.44 0.40�0.16 0.54�0.11
Control area 1.65�0.35 1.22�0.25 0.97�0.30

Table 5. Number of humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) from Trinity Bay and eastern Newfoundland from 1992,
resighted in eastern Canada and Newfoundland in 1993. As well as, the number of humpback whales from Trinity Bay
and along the southeast shore from 1992, resighted in eastern Newfoundland in 1993 and 1994

Total no.
identified

1992

No. resighted
in Canada

1993

No. resighted in
Newfoundland

1993

No. resighted in
Newfoundland

1994

Newfoundland 225 53 48}*
—

Trinity Bay 67 9 5
}*

5
southeast shore 64 — 18 7

*significant return proportions.
—number of resights were not available.
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observation period (F1,49=22.51, Pr=0.002), but
relative abundance did not change (F1,19=3.72,
Pr=0.07). The relative abundance observed in the
experimental area (RA=0.98�0.26) was compar-
able to the control area (RA=0.79�0.25) when
common days were compared (exp/con: F1,21=0.33,
Pr=0.56; date: F1,21=5.25, Pr=0.04). When the
survey period was fixed to test for between year
differences in the experimental area, the only differ-
ence with 1994 was that relative abundance did not
change (F1,10=0.04, Pr=0.83). No change in dis-
tance (F1,10<0.005, Pr=0.96) or relative abundance

(F1,7=0.02, Pr=0.88) occurred before the fixed
survey period.

Photo-identification In 1994 only 10 minke whales
were identified and no individuals were re-identified
within the year. In 1995, with higher photographic
effort, there were 26 animals identified, some on
more than one day. One animal was resighted on
four days, 8 animals resighted on two days, and 17
animals sighted on a single day. Resight intervals
ranged from 1–45 days (X=10.1). Animals were
generally resighted in the same general area where

Figure 5. Distance (km) from the industrial activity of individually-identified humpback whale
(Megaptera novaeangliae) (n=no. of whales) resightings in 1992 (data from Todd et al., 1996),
1994, and 1995. Distance is based on the average of multiple resightings of the same individual
(Todd et al., 1996).

Table 6. Resighting and resight interval of individually-identified humpback whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) in southern
Trinity Bay, Newfoundland in 1992 (data from Todd et al., 1996), 1994, and 1995

Year

No.
humpbacks
identified

Average
resighting

(days)

Average resight
interval of
humpbacks

seen >1 day (days)

Average resight
interval of all
humpbacks

(days)

Maximum
resight
interval
(days)

1992 (6–25 Jun) 67 2.3 7.8 4.6 19
1994 (5–29 Jul) 23 1.7 7.5 3.3 17
1995 (17 Jun–8 Aug) 34 3.4 16.7 9.8 44

17 Jun–4 Jul 18 2.8 8.4 4.2 16
5 Jul–8 Aug 23 2.9 12.1 7.4 34
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they were first observed, and no overall directional
movement was apparent. There were 3 resightings
of identified individuals between 1994 and 1995.

Discussion

Marine mammals were monitored in southern
Trinity Bay during 1992 (Todd et al., 1996), 1994,
and 1995 concurrently with various industrial
activities in Bull Arm. Each year the predominant
industrial activity was different: blasting in 1992,
dredging in 1994, and vessel activity in 1995. This
monitoring program compared the occurrence of
marine mammals in an experimental area close to
the industrial activity, and a control area that was
further away and less affected by industrial activity.

Abundance and distribution measures did not
indicate that marine mammals were responding to
the industrial activity; these measures varied irregu-
larly. Distance of humpback whales from the indus-
trial site increased in 1994 and 1995, but did not
change during the beginning of the 1995 study.
There was no change in relative abundance. Dis-
tance of minke whales from the site increased in
1994, but there was a concurrent decrease in relative
abundance. During the same time period in 1995,
there was a similar increase in distance of minke
whales; however, during the earlier time period of
the study there was no change in distance. These
changes observed in abundance and distribution
measures could not be attributed solely to industrial
activity as there could have been potential changes
in prey distribution or seasonal differences.

Comparisons of abundance between the exper-
imental and control areas were also not able to
detect potential impacts with certainty. Although
minke whales were found comparably in areas with

and without industrial activity during 1994 and
1995, the high variability in 1994 made it difficult to
detect potential changes. Although the 1994 results
suggest humpback whales responded to the indus-
trial activity based on a significantly lower relative
abundance in the experimental area compared to
the control area, it cannot be concluded that no
effects occurred in 1995. Consequently, it is difficult
to attribute the decrease in number of humpback
whales per hr since 1992, and their shift to areas
further from the industrial site, to a reduced use of
the area. With such variability in abundance, con-
founded by seasonal and yearly changes, assess-
ment of impacts by comparisons between the two
areas are difficult to interpret.

Abundance measures may not be an adequate
indicator of impact from industrial noise in this
study. The variability in abundance could be due to
natural fluctuations, occurrence of whales outside
the transect route, or industrial activity. Pre-impact
data may have helped to detect effects on abun-
dance, but even with baseline data the results
could be difficult to interpret. Abundance can be
influenced by anthropogenic activity, as well as
other variables such as prey abundance; it is
difficult to attribute causation if changes are
observed because these factors may be confounded
(Reeves et al., 1984; Richardson et al., 1987a;
Reeves, 1992).

Tracking individual animals appeared to be a
more sensitive indicator of reaction to industrial
activity. Both sightings and resightings of individ-
ual minke whales showed that some remained in an
area with high vessel activity. In addition, resight-
ings between 1994 and 1995 showed that individual
minke whales returned to the area in spite of
industrial activity.

Table 7. Results of analyses testing the effect of various explanatory variables on distance and relative abundance of minke
whales (Balaenoptera acutorostrata) observed in 1994 and 1995

Comparisons Distance Relative abundance

1994
Dates of main observation period F1,42=9.92, Pr=0.005 F1,33=9.44, Pr=0.005
Dates during dredging F1,29=9.60, Pr=0.01 F1,18=7.93, Pr=0.02
Dates during blasting F1,11=0.30, Pr=0.63 F1,13=0.03, Pr=0.88a

Before and during blasting F1,42=3.40, Pr=0.08 F1,33=3.03, Pr=0.09
Experimental vs. control area — exp/con: F1,29=3.09, Pr=0.10
(controlling for date) date: F1,29=8.29, Pr=0.006a

1995
Date of main observation period F1,49=22.51, Pr=0.002 F1,19=3.72, Pr=0.07

Experimental vs. control area — exp/con: F1,21=0.33, Pr=0.56
(controlling for date) date: F1,21=5.25, Pr=0.04
Dates of 1994 study F1,37=6.13, Pr=0.02 F1,10=0.04, Pr=.088
Dates before 1994 study F1,10=0.005, Pr=0.96 F1,7<0.02, Pr=0.88

aL transformed response variable.
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Impacts of industrial activities in southern
Trinity Bay on individually-identified humpback
whales appeared to be different. In 1994, humpback
whales were less likely to be resighted near dredg-
ing, and there was a tendency for individual whales
to move away from the site. No such trends were
detected during blasting in 1992 or vessel activity in
1995. In addition, the lower resightings and resight
intervals in 1994 were suggestive of dredging
impact, especially since the relative abundance of
capelin in the area was reported higher during
that year than other years (Nakashima, 1996).
Although the exact component of the anthropo-
genic activity responsible for changes observed is
often difficult to isolate (Richardson & Würsig,
1995), different results between years suggest effects
on the whales fluctuated with the type of industrial
activity (see Richardson, 1995b; Richardson &
Würsig, 1997).

Photographic resights between 1992–1995 sug-
gest long-term behavioural effects of industrial
noise on humpback whales. Todd et al. (1996)
reports that exposure to blasting at the site in 1992
is related to fishing gear collisions which may reflect
orientation disturbances. Further, ear damage was
found from some whales that died in fishing gear in
lower Trinity Bay in 1992 (Ketten, 1995). Compari-
son of the return rates of individuals identified in
southern Trinity Bay during 1992 with those ident-
ified elsewhere in Newfoundland in that year shows
that significantly fewer of the individuals initially
photographed in Trinity Bay were subsequently
resighted in Newfoundland waters in 1993. In con-
trast, significantly more individuals identified along
the southeast shore of Newfoundland in 1992 were
resighted in 1993 than were those identified from
Trinity Bay in 1992. These findings are consistent
with other studies which have suggested some whale
species abandon an area with industrial activity
(e.g. Gard, 1974; Richardson et al., 1987a). The
present study, however, provides evidence that
these changes in distribution may persist at least
across several years. Another explanation of the
lower resightings of animals exposed to blasting
could be higher mortality.

It should be noted that resightings and resight
intervals can be influenced by a number of factors.
For example, re-identification can be influenced by
heterogeneity between individuals and the area sur-
veyed (Hammond, 1990). Mate et al. (1992) found
that radio-tagged right whales traveled large dis-
tances between sightings and suggested resight
intervals may not necessarily indicate length of
stay. In addition, fluctuations in effort and prey
abundance can affect photographic resight variables
(Clapham et al., 1993). However, compared to
other measures, these indicators appear more
sensitive to detect effects of industrial activity.
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